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April 22, 2022 

 
 
Mr. Marty Maloney 
Mayor, Park Ridge  
505 Butler Place  
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
 

Dear Mr. Maloney,  

I am writing this letter to express my interest in applying for the available alderman position 
on the city council. I would be honored to represent the 7th ward and I believe you will find that I 
am well qualified to fill this role.  

Over the past 15 years, I have worked as a Civil Engineer at the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District. Over that time, my work has included overseeing numerous projects from 
the planning stage through construction with increasing degrees of responsibility. Through this 
process, it is necessary to examine the problem through multiple perspectives, manage the budget, 
and drive the project towards completion. The success I’ve had in my projects of keeping to a 
schedule while working with various people has relied on my ability to have an analytical approach 
to problems, keeping balanced under pressure, and looking for ways to offer solutions. Previous 
to that, I worked in the ministry for our church. That experience included counseling, event 
planning, and mobilizing volunteers. This work was very much people focused and my 
communication skills were imperative. 

I have lived here in Park Ridge with my husband and two girls, aged 15 and 18, since 2016 
and love our community. I’ve been impressed every time the community has rallied for a local 
family, raised funds for a local cause, or organized major events. Park Ridge is certainly a tight-
knit community with so many citizens invested in the success of the city, myself being one of them. 
I take seriously the success of my work and would love to offer my experiences to serve on the 
City Council.  

Thank you for your attention and consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Y. Mwende Lefler 
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EDUCATION 
 
2019 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Urbana, IL 
 16 credit hours of Business School Classes focusing on Management  
 
9/98–11/00 Northwestern University Evanston, IL 
 M.S.E. in Environmental Engineering 

Research Topic: The Photocatalytic Degradation of 2,4,5-Trichlorophenol as a Model 
Chlorinated Pollutant 

 
8/94–6/98 Duke University Durham, NC 

B.S.E. in Civil Engineering with a concentration in Environmental Engineering 
 
EXPERIENCE 
 
8/16–present Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Chicago, IL 
 Principal Civil Engineer 
 Review of contract documents, estimates, post-award work and technical evaluations prepared 

by project engineer for improvements to the District’s water reclamation plants. Led inter-
disciplinary teams to complete contracts. Provide technical and scheduling guidance to project 
engineer during feasibility and design phases of projects. Review of consultant and contractor 
work and oversight on budget and schedule. Preparation of Request for Proposals. Participation 
in numerous Task Forces including Biogas Utilization, Phosphorus Feasibility Studies (for the 
four smaller plants), Climate Action Plan, and the Sustainability and Resilience Action Plan. 

 
10/12–8/16 Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Chicago, IL 
 Senior Civil Engineer 

Preparation of contracts, including contract plans, specifications, and cost estimates for 
improvements to the District’s water reclamation plants. Oversight for budget and schedule on 
Consultant contracts. Construction support on various District contracts. Participation on the 
District’s Phosphorus Task Force, including assessing EBPR potential, testing strategies, and 
preparing technical summaries.  

 
3/06 – 6/13 University of Phoenix – Axia Campus Phoenix, AZ  
 Online Instructor 

Responsible for teaching basic math & algebra classes in an online environment. 
 
 
8/07–10/12 Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Chicago, IL  
 Associate Civil Engineer 

Assistance in the preparation of contract plans, specifications, and cost estimates; preparation of 
IEPA applications; and review of technical submittals and change order requests in post-award. 

 
 
6/02–8/07 Chicago Church of Christ Elmhurst, IL 

Minister 
Led youth, campus, and adult ministries in the Chicago-land area at various times including 
working with the budget allocated, organizing Chicago-wide youth events, and helping to 
motivate and equip volunteer groups. 
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12/00–6/02 Montgomery Watson Harza Chicago, IL 

Environmental Engineer 
Worked on multiple projects in many different facets of environmental engineering.  Select 
projects included the preparation of calculations and technical reports for overseas water 
treatment plants and distribution systems; preparation of specifications and drawings for 
wastewater treatment plants; assessment of wastewater collection system; analysis of water 
quality data using SWMM for a watershed protection project; and modeling of best management 
practices for river water quality protection and analysis of the results to evaluate best options. 

 
9/97–5/98 Duke University Durham, NC 

Research Assistant 
Worked with a professor to model storm water runoff using EPA’s SWMM model. 

 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSE 
 
Licensed Professional Engineer, State of Illinois 
 
AFFILIATIONS AND HONORS 
 
2020 Graduate of Core Growth Leadership Program. 
 
2019–present Spearheaded and ran Illinois Water and Environment Association’s Student Design 

Competitions. 
 
2018 Selected as one of 50 participants in the Water Leadership Institute, for managers and leaders in 

the wastewater industry, offered through Water Environment Federation. 
 
2018–2020  Lunchtime mentor for WITS. 
 
2016–present Mentor in the District’s Mentorship Program. 
 
2010–present  Member of Water Environment Federation and Illinois Water Environment Association. Selected 

for participation on various committees. 




