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The December 17th 
meeting opened with Ret. 
Judge Sheila Murphy who 
spoke to us about Restor-
ative Justice. Judge 
Murphy discussed how the 
courts have addressed the 
constitutionality of cases 
dealing with policing. Little 
has changed with the way that police interact 
with Black and Brown communities in 
Chicago. Black people continue to be killed in 
spite of highly-publicized actions like the 
Chicago Police Consent Decree.
Judge Murphy faults certain police officers 
who are “sick, racist, and misogynistic.” She 
feels passing a Behavior Clinical Examination 
(BCEx) should be required before officers are 
allowed to serve.

Some Action steps:
1. Call elected officials in Chicago and tell 
them to get rid of qualified immunity.
2. Demand more transparency.
3. Advocate for consequences for police who 
are bystanders to crimes of other officers

On restorative justice, Judge Murphy 
describes it as having harm-doers take 
accountability for their actions. The process 
involves having all parties of a crime sit down 
and share their story and feelings. Incorpo-
rating feelings into the group helps society 
get to the root of a problem. Cook County has 
three community courts in North Lawndale, 
Englewood, and Avondale. Illinois judges are 
now learning about restorative justice in a 
ground-up initiative.

Restorative Action is happening in our 
Community:
Mike Pressler, Principal of Maine East, spoke: 
Suspension is counterproductive; it takes 
away supports at school and the opportunity 
to learn. It is better to discuss the situation, 
have dialogue with the student about the 
action and what the student was feeling at 
the time, and have them consider how it has 
impacted others. If there is a victim, ask 
them how they feel  and what they think. 
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Restorative Justice/Consent Degree cont.
Then, if the parties agree, have them sit 
down in a structured  conversation without 
judgment about how to make the situation 
right. 

Dr. Eileen McMahon, Principal of Maine West 
High School said she had worked through a 
restorative justice process earlier in the day 
with students who had harmed another 
student. It is important to have students 
understand how they are accountable. 
Otherwise, disciplinary processes feel like 
something that has been done to them. 

Shawn Messmer, Assistant Superintendent 
of District 207: The district works with an 
outside consultant to cultivate social and 
emotional learning in the classroom. Restor-
ative justice needs to be part of the culture 
of a school, even for small transgressions. 
Staff is learning how to hold groups and build 
community. Both sides need to buy in. 
Restorative justice works better in some 
situations than others—it isnot engrained in 
school culture yet, but they are working 
towards that. Ultimately, the hope is that 
students will start the restorative practice 
before adults even get involved.

Kyleen Coia, Assistant Principal at Maine 
South High School: The foundation is 
community building’ and it is the focus of 
extensive trainings. Restorative practice 
should have a proactive approach--then, it 
can be used in a reactive way when harm is 
done. Social media has been a big source of 
harm. Maine South ran a group with 12 
students this week to help them reflect on 
their participation in an incident and 
explored how they could repair the harm they 
did. It is important that every person in the 
school understands restorative practice, 
from administrators to teachers to students. 
The goal is to move away from discipline and 
toward restorative practices to handle 
situations when harm happens.

Dr. Ben Collins, Principal of Maine South 
High School: In some cases it is challenging 
to get parents on board with restorative 
justice practices. Most of the time, after an 
explanation, parents understand. People 
have become so used to traditional punitive 
discipline, which may be the way they are 
parenting at home, that the difference 
between those methods and restorative 
justice methods can sometimes cause a 
moment of conflict. Action Ridge is part of 
helping get this new approach out in the 
community.

Duane Mellema, Deputy Police Chief of 
Park Ridge Police Department: Restor-
ative justice  takes place with the police 
department through station adjustments 
and peer jury. Rather than going through 
a formal charging process, parties can 
opt to resolve a problem cooperatively. 
Restorative justice requires participation 
from harm-doer and harmed; not 
everyone agrees to participate. Deputy 
Police Chief Mellema said that there is a 
lack of resources to fully provide support-
ive services. He said that the police are 
often asked to fill roles that they 
shouldn’t have to fill.  Many more 
supports in the form of mental health 
services, economic help, substance 
abuse programs, etc. are needed to “fill 
the gaps” in the community.  Police are 
over-burdened, especially during this 
stressful time of the pandemic. 

Consent Decree was discussed by 
Pastor Tom Terrell and Rick Graham of 
Northwest Siders for Racial Equity and 
Justice (NWS4REJ)
Pastor Tom Terrell: As part of the Chicago 
Police Department Consent Decree, a 
community group was formed to review 
use of force in the department. Mayor 
Lightfoot dismissed 150 of 155 recom-
mendations provided by the group. The 
City has paid $500 million in settling 
lawsuits in the last 10 years, money that 
could have been used for other city 
services. The anger and outrage of this 
summer has dissipated with the result 
that something needs to be done to exert 
pressure to achieve necessary reforms. 
The police union shields officers accused 
of misconduct and that there is not even 
a pretense of reform in CPD now. 

NWS4REJ is advocating increased and 
better police training, support for officers 
and greater accountability. 

Rick Graham provided an overview of the 
Consent Decree. 70% of deadlines in the 
decree have been missed. Groups like 
NWS4REJ are meant to apply pressure, 
but direction has to come from the 
Mayor. NWS4REJ reminds her of her 
campaign promise to support police 
reform. Chicago and Park Ridge share 
some issues with policing, particularly 
around concern about school resource 
officers.

Ending, Judge Murphy recommended 
The Little Book of Race and Restorative 

Restorative Justice and Cons         ent Decree

Justice: Black Lives, Healing, and US Social 
Transformation, by Fania E. Davis

Our guest speakers at the first of our series, 
“Building the Beloved Community” were 
husband and wife Bill 
Ayers and Bernadine 
Dohrn.  Bill Ayers is a 
distinguished Professor of 
Education and Senior 
University Scholar at the 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago (retired) and has 
written extensively about social justice and 
democracy.

Bernarrdine Dohrn is 
an activist, academic 
and children’s and 
women’s rights 
advocate.  She is a 
retired Associate 
Clinical Professor at 
Northwestern 
University School of 
Law, where she was 

(founding) Director of the Children and Family 
Justice Center for 23 years.  Dohrn has also 
written extensively on issues of social justice 
including “Race Course: Against White 
Supremacy” (2009) with Bill Ayers.

The meeting was more like a comfortable 
chat. Bill Ayers said he admires Action 
Ridge’s efforts to build a beloved community 
and that part of democracy is talking to 
others and inviting people into the dialogue.  
There is the saying “If you’re not pissed off, 
you’re not paying attention.” But if all you are 
is angry, you can’t build the kind of networks 
and community to move forward.  

Bill said there is a cycle of effective activism: 

1. Open your eyes…to what exists in the world 
beyond your own experience. This is some-
thing that has to be done continually, not just 
once. Don’t be smug and assume you know 
the path. Knowing comes with a burden.

2. Be astonished… by beauty and suffering. 
This means don’t normalize injustice. Don’t 
take for granted that we see homeless kids; 
respond to the horror of it.
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An Evening with Bill Ayers and
Bernardine Dohrn

Coming Up:

2/11 - 6:30pm. Maine South virtual 
meeting regarding a welcome 
banner 

2/18 - 7:00 p.m. Action Ridge 
February Meeting speaker to be 
determined

2/24 - Diversity Discussion Group

3/?? - Candidate Forum (LWV )

3/24 - Diversity Discussion Group

4/6 - Local Election

4/15 - Action Ridge General 
Meeting

4/28 - Diversity Discussion Group



The December 17th 
meeting opened with Ret. 
Judge Sheila Murphy who 
spoke to us about Restor-
ative Justice. Judge 
Murphy discussed how the 
courts have addressed the 
constitutionality of cases 
dealing with policing. Little 
has changed with the way that police interact 
with Black and Brown communities in 
Chicago. Black people continue to be killed in 
spite of highly-publicized actions like the 
Chicago Police Consent Decree.
Judge Murphy faults certain police officers 
who are “sick, racist, and misogynistic.” She 
feels passing a Behavior Clinical Examination 
(BCEx) should be required before officers are 
allowed to serve.

Some Action steps:
1. Call elected officials in Chicago and tell 
them to get rid of qualified immunity.
2. Demand more transparency.
3. Advocate for consequences for police who 
are bystanders to crimes of other officers

On restorative justice, Judge Murphy 
describes it as having harm-doers take 
accountability for their actions. The process 
involves having all parties of a crime sit down 
and share their story and feelings. Incorpo-
rating feelings into the group helps society 
get to the root of a problem. Cook County has 
three community courts in North Lawndale, 
Englewood, and Avondale. Illinois judges are 
now learning about restorative justice in a 
ground-up initiative.

Restorative Action is happening in our 
Community:
Mike Pressler, Principal of Maine East, spoke: 
Suspension is counterproductive; it takes 
away supports at school and the opportunity 
to learn. It is better to discuss the situation, 
have dialogue with the student about the 
action and what the student was feeling at 
the time, and have them consider how it has 
impacted others. If there is a victim, ask 
them how they feel  and what they think. 
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Restorative Justice/Consent Degree cont.
Then, if the parties agree, have them sit 
down in a structured  conversation without 
judgment about how to make the situation 
right. 

Dr. Eileen McMahon, Principal of Maine West 
High School said she had worked through a 
restorative justice process earlier in the day 
with students who had harmed another 
student. It is important to have students 
understand how they are accountable. 
Otherwise, disciplinary processes feel like 
something that has been done to them. 

Shawn Messmer, Assistant Superintendent 
of District 207: The district works with an 
outside consultant to cultivate social and 
emotional learning in the classroom. Restor-
ative justice needs to be part of the culture 
of a school, even for small transgressions. 
Staff is learning how to hold groups and build 
community. Both sides need to buy in. 
Restorative justice works better in some 
situations than others—it isnot engrained in 
school culture yet, but they are working 
towards that. Ultimately, the hope is that 
students will start the restorative practice 
before adults even get involved.

Kyleen Coia, Assistant Principal at Maine 
South High School: The foundation is 
community building’ and it is the focus of 
extensive trainings. Restorative practice 
should have a proactive approach--then, it 
can be used in a reactive way when harm is 
done. Social media has been a big source of 
harm. Maine South ran a group with 12 
students this week to help them reflect on 
their participation in an incident and 
explored how they could repair the harm they 
did. It is important that every person in the 
school understands restorative practice, 
from administrators to teachers to students. 
The goal is to move away from discipline and 
toward restorative practices to handle 
situations when harm happens.

Dr. Ben Collins, Principal of Maine South 
High School: In some cases it is challenging 
to get parents on board with restorative 
justice practices. Most of the time, after an 
explanation, parents understand. People 
have become so used to traditional punitive 
discipline, which may be the way they are 
parenting at home, that the difference 
between those methods and restorative 
justice methods can sometimes cause a 
moment of conflict. Action Ridge is part of 
helping get this new approach out in the 
community.

Duane Mellema, Deputy Police Chief of 
Park Ridge Police Department: Restor-
ative justice  takes place with the police 
department through station adjustments 
and peer jury. Rather than going through 
a formal charging process, parties can 
opt to resolve a problem cooperatively. 
Restorative justice requires participation 
from harm-doer and harmed; not 
everyone agrees to participate. Deputy 
Police Chief Mellema said that there is a 
lack of resources to fully provide support-
ive services. He said that the police are 
often asked to fill roles that they 
shouldn’t have to fill.  Many more 
supports in the form of mental health 
services, economic help, substance 
abuse programs, etc. are needed to “fill 
the gaps” in the community.  Police are 
over-burdened, especially during this 
stressful time of the pandemic. 

Consent Decree was discussed by 
Pastor Tom Terrell and Rick Graham of 
Northwest Siders for Racial Equity and 
Justice (NWS4REJ)
Pastor Tom Terrell: As part of the Chicago 
Police Department Consent Decree, a 
community group was formed to review 
use of force in the department. Mayor 
Lightfoot dismissed 150 of 155 recom-
mendations provided by the group. The 
City has paid $500 million in settling 
lawsuits in the last 10 years, money that 
could have been used for other city 
services. The anger and outrage of this 
summer has dissipated with the result 
that something needs to be done to exert 
pressure to achieve necessary reforms. 
The police union shields officers accused 
of misconduct and that there is not even 
a pretense of reform in CPD now. 

NWS4REJ is advocating increased and 
better police training, support for officers 
and greater accountability. 

Rick Graham provided an overview of the 
Consent Decree. 70% of deadlines in the 
decree have been missed. Groups like 
NWS4REJ are meant to apply pressure, 
but direction has to come from the 
Mayor. NWS4REJ reminds her of her 
campaign promise to support police 
reform. Chicago and Park Ridge share 
some issues with policing, particularly 
around concern about school resource 
officers.

Ending, Judge Murphy recommended 
The Little Book of Race and Restorative 

Diversity Group

Rank Choice Voting

We decided that we would hold a two- or 
three-part series about how to bring about 
social justice change. We call this series: 
Building the Beloved Community. 

Nan Parson said young people who met on 
the PR library lawn on June 27 to take a 
stand for what they want to see changed, 
considered walking to each elected officials’ 
home. That begged the question, “What 
should/could they have done in that 
moment to affect change?” We want to be 
able to do what makes good sense and do 
something that does not backfire.

We are exploring ways to project our causes 
through the Better Arguments Project to 
bridge differing viewpoints. 
 
 We talked about the importance of using 
our words in a manner that brings people 
together.

Justice: Black Lives, Healing, and US Social 
Transformation, by Fania E. Davis

It’s FINALLY Ranked Choice Voting Day  
It’s time to make some noise online! Here 
are three things you can do right now: 
1.  Email your member of congress to see 
where they stand on Ranked Choice Voting.  
Once you hear back from your member on 
their stance (it could take a few weeks) 
please forward that response to info@fair-
vote.org.

2.  Change your profile frame on Facebook 
to draw attention to #RCVDAY!

3.  Invite your family or friends to learn more 
about ranked choice voting. Send them to 
RCVday.org for the list of actions. 
More Action . . .
Melvin Lars, who hosts Civic Dinners and 
has his own podcast on Friday evenings is 
working hard to make our country more 
equitable.  Please act on this policing act:
Contact: Dick Durbin  andTammy Duckworth 
Tell them to pass the George Floyd Policing Act.  
You can read about the bill here:  
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-con-
gress/house-bill/7120
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Moving Forward

An evening with Bill Ayers and Bernardine 
Dohrn Cont.

3. Do something. 

4. Rethink…the actions you took and the 
circumstances that now exist—you might 
have to redo the process.

Progressive people get caught up in think-
ing that politics is about elections. We 
spend too much time looking at sites of 
power we don’t have access to (govern-
ment) and ignoring the sites of power we do 
have access to (religious institutions, 
universities, community centers.) Change 
comes not from hearts on top, but from fire 
below.  Obama, Roosevelt and Lincoln all 
changed positions because of pressure 
bubbling up from grassroots sources. 

Responding to a question of how social 
movements have changed over the 
decades, Bernardine Dohrn said that 
movements have coalesced in Chicago for 
the past thirty years. Barbara Ransby has 
put together Immigration Rights, Women’s 
March, and BLM coalitions that have made 
Chicago a hotbed of activism and thoughtful 
intersection

Bill and Bernardine are not nostalgic for the 
past, now is what matters to them and they 
learn from young people in organizations 
that hammer out common interests. An 
example is the struggling black freedom 
upsurge that is bigger than they have ever 
seen. Looking forward is what matters in 
solidarity – not in service or charity. James 
Baldwin taught that white people will be 
freed when Black liberation is realized and 
freed from privilege.  The Occupy Movement  
accomplished a lot. by raising the question 
of the priveleged 1%, which was a new 
concept.  Movements should  be places of 
public education; creating a public square; 
learning together; and making mistakes 
together. 

Bernardine mused that she wouldn’t have 
imagined the emboldened and out front 
white supremacist activity in the past three 
years--seeing a new power of neo-fascism 
and white supremacy.  

Bill Ayers said that movements don’t 
change at once, but with persistence 
change happens-- as when he went to the 
Gacy execution and was disgusted by the 
celebratory environment around the 
execution. However, Gov. George Ryan did 
clear death row and Illinois did abolish the 
death penalty--humanity was preserved.

Bernardine told us: Larry Marshall wanted 

to have a conference of people who were 
exonerated from death row as a way to 
show the injustice of the death penalty. 
She points to another injustice-- juveniles 
sentenced to life in prison. This is trying 
to be changed by reframing the issue as 
‘juveniles sentenced to die in prison’.

Bill and Bernardine agree that the legacy 
they have left is their sons, grandchildren 
and each other. They are personally 
happy and feel the world is broken. They 
say it is necessary to put yourself in a 
position to see the suffering around you. 
They see their work as challenging the 
dominant narrative of ‘white superiority 
and black inferiority’. But, they agree to 
stay hopeful, not optimistic, for they feel 
that implies you know what the outcome 
will be—so be hopeful. The day before the 
revolution, it is unthinkable. Looking 
back, it is inevitable. When Jon Burge was 
convicted of torturing black men into 
convictions it sparked a movement for 
reparations.  BLM pressed futher. The 
City apologized and paid reparations. This 
amazing accomplishment happened 
because many movements came togeth-
er. 

Bernardine reminds us that we as white 
people need to check in with others on a 
regular basis. The benefits of white 
supremacy require us to use the steps Bill 
articulated. There is peril in not getting 
‘buy-in’ from everyone who is a stakehold-
er to an issue. However, this is not a 
reason for inaction. Also, going back and 
evaluating consequences of actions is 
important. 

Bill Ayers said:  The 1619 Project is 
essential. Trump countered by forming 
the 1776 commission, and released the 
report on MLK day. Bill has his students 
read them side by side. Bill teaches ‘you 
don’t have to do everything, but, can you 
do something!’ One thing is to connect to 
other like-minded people.

Bernardine says:  If you are a ‘single 
issue’ person, you are vulnerable and 
weaker. When two big issues come 
together you are stronger–consider how 
issues are connected. There is also value 
in reframing issues. Example: corporate 
interests and military are counter to a just 
society. We need to take back everything 
that makes the US a world power--to 
make the country better. The Pentagon 
budget can be put into climate and 
education.  We need to build grass roots  
power and be wary of corporate power. 

Bill Ayers says: We need to be willing to 
engage in dialogue as he did with Hell’s 
Angels at Georgia University. Expect the 
unexpected and be ready for opportunities. 
When asked about affordable housing, he 
said to frame the issue in different terms. He 
also said if Biden is to champion progressive 
initiatives it will be due to a popular fire from 
below.

Closing, both Bill and Bernardine agree that 
humor helps in all situations—it breaks the 
ice and humanizes issues. But they mostly 
left us with the task to love the world 
enough to keep working to change it

Resources for children about social justice:
Fun Home and Dykes to Watch Out For, 
Alison Bechdel.        
Black Lives Matter in Schools, Ibram X. 
Kendi
An Indigenous Peoples History of the United 
States for Young People, Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz, Debbie Reese, Jean Mendoza

The Omnibus Bill
1. Among other reforms, the bill removed 
bail bond.
2. Alyssa Goldwasser has offered to study 
the bill and may follow up with Chief 
Kaminsky, who expressed concerns about 
the bill.
3. Sara Knizhnik, of The Newtown Action 
Alliance, may speak to us about the bill.

Affordable Housing
1. We are still attending the P and Z 
meetings and will attend the City Council 
meetings when housing is going to be 
discussed.
 2. Kate Kerin and Marilyn Novak have 
volunteered to help form a group of advo-
cates who want to increase affordable 
housing in Park Ridge.

The Diversity Discussion Group will 
reconvene on February 24th .
Linda Ritts and Nan Parsons will compile a 
list of all of the books and films the group 
has discussed.

In March, Action Ridge will collaborate with 
the PRLWV to conduct a Candidates’ Forum 
for the 2nd Ward

D207 will display a Welcome banner and 
D64 is presenting plans for a “green” 
initiative and for staff and curriculum to 
have principles of diversity, equality and 
inclusion in curriculum and practice.
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